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At a glance

The Bangladeshi American  Cultural
Association (BACA) started its journey with
the pledge of ‘across seven seas and thirteen
rivers, Bengali spirit endures forever’. This
organization formed in New York City in
2014 to promote Bangladeshi culture among
Bangladeshi immigrants living in New York
City. It helps old and new generation of
Bangladeshi diaspora maintain their heritage
by arranging various cultural events. This
organization has been continuously
organizing and practicing various social and
cultural rituals to uphold Bengali culture and
heritage since its establishment.

Office Address
1147 White Plains Road, Bronx, NY 10472
New York, USA

Email:
bacaus.officials@gmail.com

Website:
www.bacaus.com




CONSTITUTION
Introduction
Just as a constitution is essential for the effective governance
of a state, it is equally vital for the proper management of an
organization. This constitution serves as a guiding document
for the Bangladeshi American Cultural Association (BACA),
outlining its purpose, structure, and operational principles. All

leaders and members of the organization are bound to uphold
and adhere to its provisions.

Article 1: Name of the Organization

The name of the organization shall be the Bangladeshi
American Cultural Association, hereinafter referred to as
‘BACA’.

Article 2: Area of Operation
The operational area of BACA shall encompass the entirety of
the New York metropolitan area.

Article 3: Goals and Objectives

The primary goals and objectives of BACA are as follows:

a) To transmit the education, culture, and heritage of
Bangladesh to the new generation of Bangladeshis residing
outside of Bangladesh.

b) To provide comprehensive assistance and cooperation to
individuals facing hardship or problems.
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c¢) To establish Bengali language and music schools to foster
indigenous culture among the new generation.

d) To offer immigration services for immigrants and provide
annual healthcare initiatives.

e) To organize annual street fairs and cultural events to
showcase Bangladeshi culture and heritage to the broader
community.

f) To publish regular souvenirs and literary materials to
promote Bengali literature among the new generation.

g) To organize an annual picnic for the entertainment and
camaraderie of the Bangladeshi community.

h) To host Iftar parties during the holy month of Ramadan,
reunion events during Eid and celebrations for Durga Puja.

1) To observe and celebrate the national days of Bangladesh,
including National Independence Day, Martyrs' Day and
Victory Day with due dignity and respect.

j) To provide humanitarian assistance, to the extent possible, to
individuals affected by natural calamities, including floods
and droughts, in Bangladesh.

k) To take necessary steps to encourage the new generation in
the field of education and to appropriately reward meritori-
ous students.
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Article 4: Membership
There shall be two categories of membership within the
organization:

a) General Member
Any Bangladeshi individual aged 18 years or older may
become a general member for a period of one year by com-
pleting the membership form and remitting a fee of twenty
(20) US dollars to the organization's fund. General member-
ship must be renewed annually by depositing an additional
twenty (20) US dollars.

b) Life Member
Any Bangladeshi individual aged 18 years or older residing
in the United States may become a lifetime member by
making a one-time payment of two hundred (200) US

dollars to the organization's fund. Life members are exempt
from annual membership renewal fees.

Article 5: Executive Committee
The organization shall be governed by an Executive Com-
mittee responsible for its management. The Executive Com-
mittee shall consist of twenty-three (23) members.

Article 6: Composition of the Executive Committee

The Executive Committee shall be comprised of the follow-
ing officers and members:
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* One (1) President
* Five (5) Vice Presidents

* One (1) General Secretary

* Three (3) Joint General Secretaries

* One (1) Treasurer

* One (1) Organizing Secretary

* One (1) Publicity and Public Relations Secretary

* One (1) Sports and Recreation Secretary

* One (1) Law and International Affairs Secretary

* One (1) School Education and Social Welfare Secretary
* Six (6) Executive Members

Article 7: Term of the Executive Committee
The term of office for the Executive Committee shall be three
(3) years. A new committee shall be formed every three years.

Article 8: Committee Formation Process

The formation of the Executive Committee shall be conducted
with utmost honesty and accountability. Three months prior to
the election, the incumbent Executive Committee shall
establish an Election Commission. The Election Commission
shall consist of a Chief Commissioner and two (2)
Commissioners nominated from among the general and life
members of the organization. This commission will facilitate
the election of a new committee through a secret ballot
process.
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The Executive Committee shall prepare and transmit the voter
list to the Election Commission two months before the
election. The Election Commission shall conduct the election
based on this voter list. Only individuals holding current
general or lifetime membership in the organization shall be
eligible to participate in the election or its activities.

Article 9: Board of Trustees

A Board of Trustees shall be constituted to assist the Executive
Committee in overseeing the organization's activities. The
Board of Trustees shall comprise nine (9) members. The
President of the organization shall serve as an ex-officio
member of this committee. The remaining eight (8) members
shall be nominated from outside the Executive Committee. All
members of the Board of Trustees shall hold the title
‘Member’. The term of this committee shall be three (3) years.
The Executive Committee shall nominate the members of the
Board of Trustees within two months of its formation.

All members of the Board of Trustees must hold either a
general or lifetime membership in the organization; otherwise,
they shall forfeit their qualification to serve on the Board of
Trustees.
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Article 10: Functions of Committee Officers

a) President:

The President is the principal organizing authority of BACA.
He or she shall convene and preside over meetings of the
Executive Committee, general meetings, and Board of
Trustees meetings. Furthermore, the organization's funds shall
be controlled and managed under the joint signatures of the
President, General Secretary, and Treasurer.

b) Vice President

In the absence of the President, a Vice President shall assume
the responsibilities of the President. Additionally, it is the
responsibility and duty of the Vice Presidents to assist the
President in his or her daily activities and to perform any duties
assigned to them by the committee.

¢) General Secretary

The General Secretary is the chief executive officer of the
organization. One of his or her primary functions is to convene
and conduct general meetings and Executive Committee
meetings with the President's permission. Moreover, it is the
duty of the General Secretary to maintain the organization's
assets, including valuable files, and to prepare and present
reports for general meetings. Furthermore, the organization's
funds are managed and controlled under the joint signatures of
the President, Treasurer, and General Secretary.
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d) Joint General Secretary

In the absence of the General Secretary, a Joint General
Secretary shall perform the routine duties of the General
Secretary. Additionally, to assist the General Secretary, the
Joint Secretary shall perform all duties assigned to him or her
by the committee.

e) Treasurer

The Treasurer is the chief financial officer of the organization.
All financial transactions of the organization are processed
through the Treasurer. Additionally, it is the duty of the
Treasurer to prepare and present the income and expenditure
report at general meetings and to maintain all financial records
of the organization. The President and General Secretary shall
co-sign with the Treasurer for any withdrawals from the
organization's account.

f) Organizing Secretary

The primary responsibility of the Organizing Secretary is to
maintain the strong organizational structure of BACA,
including the recruitment of new members. The Organizing
Secretary is also responsible for approving membership forms
and verifying the funds received from the Treasurer.

g) Literary and Cultural Secretary

The main duty of the Literary and Cultural Secretary is to edit
and publish the organization's souvenirs and magazines, and to
supervise all literary and cultural events of the organization.
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h) Publicity and Public Relations Secretary

The primary task of this Secretary is to take appropriate
initiatives in publicizing and disseminating all activities of the
organization. Furthermore, it is the responsibility of the
Publicity and Public Relations Secretary to take appropriate
measures for the publication of news concerning the
organization and to supervise all types of publications,
including posters and leaflets.

i) Sports and Entertainment Secretary

It is the duty of the Sports and Entertainment Secretary to
organize and conduct sports competitions at picnics, to arrange
and supervise Iftar Mabhfils, picnics, and all other events,
including the procurement of prizes for sports competitions.

j) Mass Education and Social Welfare Secretary

This Secretary is responsible for supervising all activities
related to education and students, taking necessary steps for
organizing educational programs, arranging Iftar parties during
the holy month of Ramadan, cooperating in performing
religious ceremonies of other communities including Hindus,
and taking necessary steps to provide assistance to individuals
affected by natural calamities both domestically and
internationally.
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m) Law and International Affairs Secretary

It is the duty of the Law and International Affairs Secretary to
supervise the health camps organized by the organization for
the welfare of the expatriate community and to ensure the
provision of immigration facilities.

n) Members

Members are expected to attend meetings of the organization,
actively participate in organizational activities, and fulfill
responsibilities assigned by the organization.

Article 11: Monogram

The Bangladeshi American Cultural Association uses a
monogram to represent its identity. The monogram has been
designed in line with the name, aims, and objectives of this
organization. Since we are Bangladeshi Americans, the
monogram incorporates the colors of the flags of both
countries. The center signifies strong unity and the intention to
uphold and disseminate native culture, heritage, and history in
distant lands through that unity. The rays of light represent-
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our bright future generation who will preserve our history,
tradition, and culture, and that this torch will be passed on from
generation to generation.

Article 12: Office of the Organization

There shall be an office to manage the activities of the
organization. Until a permanent office is established, any
residential or commercial building may be utilized as the
organization's office, subject to the approval of the Executive
Committee.

Article 13: Meetings of the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees
The Executive Committee shall meet once every two months to
manage the activities of the organization. The Board of Trustees
shall meet once a year. Additionally, emergency meetings may
be convened for special needs as required.

Article 14: Functions of the Board of Trustees

The primary function of the Board of Trustees is to provide
overall support to the Executive Committee with necessary
advice concerning the overall activities of the
organization. Any matters beyond the day-to-day
operations of the organization must be undertaken with the
approval of the Board of Trustees. In such cases, a joint meeting
of the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees may be held
if necessary. The position of a member of the Board of Trustees
is primarily honorary. Therefore, they shall be accorded due
respect in all events and activities of the organization.
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Article 15: Transfer of Power

The outgoing Executive Committee shall formally transfer
power to the newly elected Executive Committee in the
presence of the Election Commission within one month of the
new committee's formation.

Article 16: Notice of Exemption, Expulsion and Show Cause
If any officer or member of the association is found to be
involved in activities violating this constitution or acting
against the interests of the organization, he or she may be
expelled from the organization, subject to specific evidence.
However, prior to implementing such disciplinary action, the
accused individual must be given an opportunity to defend
himself/herself by being issued a show cause notice with a
minimum of one week's notice.

Article 17: No-Confidence Motion

If any officer or member of the organization engages in
arbitrary behavior or misconduct, a motion of no-confidence
may be brought against him/her in an Executive Committee
meeting by a majority vote, leading to removal from duty.
However, such removal must be approved by calling a general
meeting within a minimum of fifteen (15) days. Any
no-confidence motion or removal without the approval of a
general meeting shall be deemed null and void.
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Conclusion

The seventeen (17) aforementioned articles and all their related
sub-points shall constitute the complete Constitution of the
Bangladeshi American Cultural Association. This constitution
shall become effective only with the approval of a general
meeting, and necessary additions and deletions may be made
subsequently with the same approval.

Amendment

According to the standardized Bengali spelling rules
set by the Bangla Academy, the word ‘eI T’
(Bangladeshi) replaced by ‘qigetimfX’ (Bangladeshi),
‘avITEA’ (Association) by @TeIRA
(Association) and qIFIfTTIAT (Bangaliyana) by
JreIfAIYIAT (Bangaliyana).
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Convening Committee | 2014 |

Executive Committee | 2014-2015 |

-

BACA Conveners - Member Secretary’/
Presidents - General Secretaries at a Glance

Convener Abdul Hashim Hasnu
Member Secretary Tipu Chowdhury

President Abdul Hashim Hasnu
General Secretary Tipu Chowdhury
Executive Committee 2015-2018
President Abdul Hashim Hasnu
General Secretary Ahbab Chowdhury Khukon
Executive Committee 2019-2020
President Abdul Hashim Hasnu
General Secretary Ahbab Chowdhury Khukon
Executive Committee | 2020-2023 |
President Anbab Chowdhury Khukon
General Secretary Sarwar Chowdhury
Executive Committee | 2023-2026 |
President Sarwar Chowdhury
General Secretary Shah Badruzzaman Rohel
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